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^ft^4HMMMt*DMl..l £NDM3 0<Dn 
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Reference 3 omni 
Japanese Patent Application Public-disclosure No. 7-302171 
Japanese Patent Application Public-disclosure date: November 
14, 1995 

Title of the invention: Disk controller 
Japanese Patent Application No. 6-96055 
Japanese Patent Application date: May 10, 1994 
Applicant: Hitachi Ltd. 

inventors: Tsunetaka Komachiya, Hitoshi Tsunoda and Yoshxhisa 
Kamo 

An example of a disk controller (hereafter referred to 
as DKC) will be described below. As is described in Fig. 7 
channel data control circuits (CDC) 5 and drive data control 
circuits (DDC) 13 conduct data transfer in DKC 1. The channel 
data control circuits (CDC) 5 conduct data transfer between CPUs 
and cache memory 10 in DKC 1, whereas the drive data control 
circuits (DDC) 13 conduct data transfer between the cache memory 
10 and drives 12. The CDCs 5, cache memory 10 and DDCs 13 are 
connected to common bus (DBS) 7 for data. Data transfer control 
intheDKCliscontrolledbymicroprocessors (MP) 6, which control 
the CDCs 5 and DDCs 13 . The MPs 6 are each coupled to the common 
bus (CBS) 8 for control signals. 

As is described above, '.the MPs 6 in the DKC 1 are each 
configured to have a multi-processor constitution, wherein the 
MPs 6 each efficiently utilize the common resources such as the 
buses, cachememorylO, drives 12 or the like to thereby facilitate 
smooth data transfer. Thus, in order for the MPs 6 to operate 
in concert with one another, control information in the control 
informationmemory (CM) 9 in the DKC 1 has to be repeatedly referred 
to and updated via the CBS 8. In a conventional DKC 1, control 
information is all gathered in the CM 9 and managed as a single 
unit . 

[Problems to be solved by the invention] 

Since the MPs 6 operate in concert in the conventional 
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DKC 1 the CM 9 needs to be accessed many times via the CBS 8 
for single input/output processing. Therefore, if the number 
of the MPs 6 in the DKC 1 increases, or processing performance 
of the MPs 6 improves, access bottleneck arises between the CBS 
8 and the CM 9. 

[Means for solving the problems] 

With a view to solving the aforementioned problem, the 
present invention provides each MP 6 in the disk controller with 
distribution memory (DM) 11 to distribute control information 
in the CM 9. 

[Operation] 

Thus, when each MP 6 is provided with DM 11 to distribute 
data in the CM 9, if control information that MP 6 requires is 
in the DM 11, the CM 9 no longer needs to be accessed, whereby 
access bottleneck between the CBS 8 and CM 9 is overcome. 

[Embodiment] 

(Embodiment 1) • 

An embodiment of the present invention will be described 
with reference to Fig. 1- Fig. 1 describes a configuration of 
the inside of the DKC 1. As is illustrated in Fig. 1, in the 
DKC 1, the cluster 0 and the cluster 1 are symmetric with respect 
to the cache memory 10 and control information memory 9. The 
DKC 1 consists of a data transfer system for conducting data 
transfer between the CPUs and drives 12 and a control system 
for managing the data transfer. Since the clusters 0 and 1 have 
exactly the same configuration, only the cluster 0 will be 

described below. 

First, the data transfer system in the DKC 1 will be 
described. First, it will be explained how data is transferred 
between the CPUs and the DKC 1. The CPUs are coupled to the 
DKC 1 via the channel buses 3, which are coupled to the channel 
switch circuit 4 in the DKC 1 . Since the maximum number of channel 
buses 3 that can operate simultaneously in the DKC 1 is four, 
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the channel switch circuit 4 selects up to four from more than 
four channel buses 3. The channel switch circuits 4 are 
respectively coupled to four channel data control circuits (CDC) 
5. The CDCs 5 are coupled to the data common bus (DBS) 7, which 
is coupled to the cache memory 10. 

Data transferred from the CPUs goes through the DBS 7 to 
be stored in the cache memory 10 under control of the CDCs 5. 
Thus, the CDCs 5 are circuits for controlling data transfer 
between the CPUs and the DKC 1. 

Next, it will be explained how to transfer data between 
the DKC 1 and the drives 12 . Not only the CDCs 5 and cache memory 
10 but also two drive data control circuits (DDC) 13 are coupled 
to the DBS 7 . Data transferred from the drives 12 passes through 
the DBS 7 to be stored in the cache memory 10 under control of 
the DDCs 13. Further, when data is stored in the drive 12 from 
the cache memory 10, the data is first read out of the cache 
memory 10 to pass through the DBS 7 and get transferred to the 
drive 12 under control of the DDCs 13. Thus, the DDCs 13 are 
circuits for controlling data transfer between the CPUs and the 
drives 12. As is described above, in the DKC 1, the CDCs 5 and 
DDCs 13 conduct data transfer between the CPUs, cache memory 
10 and the drives 12. 

Next, a control system for controlling the aforementioned 
data transfer will be described. In each cluster in the DKC 
1, six microprocessors (MP) 6 are coupled to the common bus (CBS) 
8 for control signals via distribution memory (DM) 11. Further, 
the control information memory (CM) 9 is coupled to the CBS 8. 
The MPs 6 are classified into two types , i . e . , MPCs for controlling 
the CDCs 5 and MPDs for controlling the DDCs 13. 

The MPCs are each assigned to control the specific CDCs 
5. More specifically, the MPCs refer to control information 
and instruct the CDCs 5 on the basis of the result of the reference 
to conduct data transfer between the CPUs and the cache memory 
10. 

More specifically, as is described in Fig. 2, when the 
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CPU issues a data write request to the DKC 1 , the MPC that received 
the request refers to the control information (15) to see whether 
or not data transfer to the cache memory 10 is possible. At 
this time, the MP1 checks (16) whether the control information 
is stored in the DM 11. If it transpires that the control 
information is stored in the DM11 of the MPC (hit) , the control 
information in the DM 11 is referred to (21). 
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